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PREPARATION

We live in a world of broken relationships. Without reconciliation, life is draining, not unlike plants without
water or a dead battery. But Isaiah looked forward to a day in which God's people would not only return from
exile in the short term, but "will draw water from the wells of salvation,” as we do. David was drained, his
strength “dried up as by the heat of summer,” but he rejoiced that God forgave and reconciled him. The
father in Jesus’ parable single-handedly reconciled his prodigal son to himself and offered that to his elder
son, as our heavenly Father does to us each day. Drained? In the grace of God, that life "has passed away;
behold, the new has come,” Paul writes. In Christ that reconciled life is full—of joy and rejoicing!

¥ IN THE NAME OF JESUS X

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING SONG Amazing Grace Worship Video
INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

Pastor: The Pharisees were correct in saying that Jesus "receives sinners and eats with them.” Let us
therefore confidently go to God, asking His forgiveness for Jesus' sake.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination)

Pastor: Almighty God, heavenly Father,

People: We confess that we are by nature sinful. We have failed to love You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have considered ourselves better than
others; we have expected You to bless us in all things. For the sake of Jesus Christ, Your
Son and our Lord, forgive us, and by the power of Your Holy Spirit cleanse our hearts and
minds that we might walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Pastor: Christ Jesus, true man and true God, was obedient to His Father in all things and in our place. By
His death, He destroyed death, and by His rising opened eternal life to all who call on Him for
forgiveness. Our heavenly Father is therefore ready to welcome us to our heavenly home at the
end of our pilgrimage on earth. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,
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| therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ' Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
People: Amen.

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day.

ALL: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning. Though we
deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of
body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give
thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 12:1-6

You will say in that day: “I will give thanks to you, O LORD, for though you were angry with me, your
anger turned away, that you might comfort me. 2Behold, God is my salvation; | will trust, and will not be
afraid; for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.”

3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. “And you will say in that day: “Give thanks
to the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted.
>Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth. ®Shout, and sing
for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

®From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded
Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. ""Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. '8All this is from God, who through Christ
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling
the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of
reconciliation. **Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2'For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that
in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

'0On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he was standing
by the lake of Gennesaret, 2and he saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them and
were washing their nets. 3Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to put out a little



from the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the boat. ... ""And when they had brought their
boats to land, they left everything and followed him.

12While he was in one of the cities, there came a man full of leprosy. And when he saw Jesus, he fell
on his face and begged him, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” ">And Jesus stretched out his hand
and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately the leprosy left him. And he charged him to
tell no one, but “go and show yourself to the priest, and make an offering for your cleansing, as Moses
commanded, for a proof to them.” >But now even more the report about him went abroad, and great crowds
gathered to hear him and to be healed of their infirmities. '®But he would withdraw to desolate places and
pray.

'0On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there, who
had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with
him to heal. "®And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, and they were
seeking to bring him in and lay him before Jesus, '°but finding no way to bring him in, because of the crowd,
they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the midst before Jesus.
20And when he saw their faith, he said, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.” 2'And the scribes and the Pharisees
began to question, saying, “Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
22When Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answered them, “Why do you question in your hearts? 2Which is
easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, 'Rise and walk'? 2*But that you may know that the Son of
Man has authority on earth to forgive sins"—he said to the man who was paralyzed—"I say to you, rise, pick
up your bed and go home.” *And immediately he rose up before them and picked up what he had been
lying on and went home, glorifying God. *And amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and were
filled with awe, saying, “We have seen extraordinary things today.”

2’ After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth. And he said to
him, “Follow me.” 28And leaving everything, he rose and followed him.

2And Levi made him a great feast in his house, and there was a large company of tax collectors and
others reclining at table with them. 3°And the Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his disciples, saying,
"Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 3'And Jesus answered them, “Those who are well
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 32l have not come to call the righteous but sinners to
repentance.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED (spoken together)

ALL: | believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life * everlasting. Amen.



SONG | Will Sing the Wondrous Story Worship Video

SERMON Rev. Shawn Deterding

PRAYERS

THE LORD’S PRAYER (spoken together)

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious unto you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and ¥ give you peace.
People: Amen.

CLOSING SONG Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow Worship Video
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