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PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL T SEEK THE THIRSTY T TEACH THE WORD



As We Gather 

Today we lift our eyes from the present and focus them on the promises of God that will be
fulfilled in the future. What a blessed day it will be when we will gather with all of Jesus’ holy ones
around His throne in heaven! But today is also a blessed day as we celebrate our 15th anniversary
as a chartered member of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. We thank God for His blessings
these last 15 years. And we’re especially blessed to have Rev. Michael Newman, President of the
Texas District-LCMS, as our guest preacher on this special day. To God be the glory!
The service is printed in this service folder. Hymns will be sung from the LSB hymnals located in
the baskets underneath the seats. Tithes and offerings may be placed in the offering box at the
Sanctuary door as you exit.



Preparation 

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

For All the Saints

1

LSB 677

5

And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long,
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

6

The golden evening brightens in the west;
Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest;
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

7

But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day:
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The King of Glory passes on His way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

 8

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Tune and text: Public domain

INVOCATION

Pastor
People

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

2

Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor
People

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination)
Pastor
People

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Pastor

Almighty God in His mercy has given His only Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

People



Service of the Word 

INTROIT

Psalm 31:1, 3, 5

Pastor
People

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

Pastor
People

In you, O Lord, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame;
In your righteousness deliver me.

Pastor

For you are my rock and my fortress; and for your name’s sake you lead me and
guide me.
Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God.

People
ALL

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

3

KYRIE

LSB 204

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

LSB 204

SALUTATION

Pastor
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor
ALL

Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people of all
times and places into one holy communion, the mystical body of Your Son,
Jesus Christ. Grant us so to follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly
living that, together with them, we may come to the unspeakable joys You have
prepared for those who love You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

4

FIRST READING

Revelation 7:9-17
After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a loud
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the
angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever!
Amen.”
13
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and
from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the
ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb.
9

“Therefore they are before the throne of God,
and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.
16
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;
the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat.
17
For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
15

Lector
People

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING

1 John 3:1-3
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God;
and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved,
we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he
appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in
him purifies himself as he is pure.
1

Lector
People

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please rise for the reading of the Holy Gospel)

5

ALLELUIA & VERSE

LSB 205

HOLY GOSPEL
Pastor
People

Matthew 5:1-12

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples
came to him.
2
And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
3
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
5
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
6
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
7
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
8
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
9
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
10
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
11
“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against
you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
1

Pastor
People

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
6

NICENE CREED
ALL

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

SERMON HYMN

Jerusalem the Golden

7

LSB 672

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

“Who Knows?”

Based on Revelation 7:9-17

Rev. Michael Newman
President, Texas District-LCMS

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH & ALL SAINTS’ PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE



Service of the Sacrament 

PREFACE
Pastor
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor
People

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor
People

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

2 Timothy 4:22

Colossians 3:1

8

Psalm 136

Pastor

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. In the communion of all
Your saints gathered into the one Body of Your Son, You have surrounded us with so
great a cloud of witnesses that we, encouraged by their faith and strengthened by
their fellowship, may run with perseverance the race set before us and, together with
them, receive the crown of glory that does not fade away. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS

LSB 208

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor

People

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and to be
our Savior. We rejoice that by His death and resurrection You have called us to be
Your saints and have promised to bless us forever! Gathered in the name of Jesus, we
ask You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.
Grant us faithfully to eat the body that was pierced for our transgressions and drink
the blood that was shed for our iniquities. “Blessing and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever!”
Amen.
9

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor
ALL

Matthew 6:9-13

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25

PAX DOMINI
Pastor
People

John 20:19

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI

LSB 210

DISTRIBUTION ~ Welcome to the Lord’s table. (An usher will direct you.)
10

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise

Text and tune: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110340712

11

LSB 680

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Sing With All the Saints in Glory

Text: Public domain
Tune: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110340712

12

LSB 671

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
Pastor

People

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith
throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together
with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which
has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
Pastor
People

Psalm 103:1

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
Pastor

People

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones

13

Numbers 6:24-26

LSB 670

Tune and text: Public domain







BLESSING OF THE MEAL
Everyone is invited to join us in the Narthex following this service for our 15th Anniversary AllChurch Potluck!

Go in peace






Scripture quotations, unless noted otherwise, are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry
of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Hymns are public domain.
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WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH

12340 FM 1641 | P.O. Box 2146 | Forney, TX 75126
Main: 972-552-9393 | terri@wateroflifelc.org

REV. SHAWN DETERDING

Cell: 785-914-9003 | pastorshawn@wateroflifelc.org

WEBSITE: www.wateroflifelc.org
TITHES & OFFERINGS

Giving is an act of grace through which we gratefully respond to God’s kindness to us
in Jesus Christ. Tithes and offerings can be placed in the offering box at the Sanctuary
doors as you exit. Contributions can also be given through your banking institution’s
online bill pay service, our website, or the Givelify mobile app.

ALTAR FLOWERS

The altar flowers this week are given in praise and thanksgiving to God for His countless
blessings and faithfulness these last fifteen years at WOL and in honor of charter
member, Mrs. Marian T.!

15

History of Water of Life Lutheran Church
In the early 2000's, a group of Lutheran followers of Jesus began to gather to pray, study the
Scriptures, and contemplate the planting of a Lutheran congregation in Forney, Texas. In
consultation with Mission and Ministry Facilitator Paul Krentz and supported by the
congregations of Circuit 12 of the Texas District LCMS, this group began to hold weekly worship
services on Easter Sunday, 2005 in the Forney High School cafeteria. In the early days of their life
together, the people of Water of Life were especially supported by the Rev. Thomas Thierfelder
and the people of Tree of Life, Garland.
The Rev. James Jarrett was installed as planting pastor on June 18, 2006. On the Festival of the
Reformation, October 29, 2006, Water of Life Evangelical Lutheran Church of Forney, Texas
("WOL") chartered as a member congregation in the Texas District of the Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod with twenty-one charter members.
After a year in the high school cafeteria followed by three years of worshiping in a chapel rented
from First Baptist Church of Forney, WOL purchased land on F.M. 1641 dedicating its first building
to the glory of God on June 6, 2010. Since then, the congregation has grown to fill its facilities
with three Sunday worship services, including a Spanish-speaking service, Sunday School classes
for all ages, annual Vacation Bible School, and many gatherings for study, fellowship, and service
throughout the year. Our current pastor, Rev. Shawn Deterding, was installed on November 10,
2019. We are blessed by his servant heart and leadership as we look to the future to continue to
grow in faith and serve those in our community.
WOL is a congregation in our community for our community. Two ways we love and serve others
are through Lucy's Prayer Shawl Ministry (“LPS”) and our Food Pantry. Participants in LPS create
crocheted shawls, hats, blankets, and toys for children and adults in any kind of need. These
items are lovingly made, prayed over, and sent to people around the country. We regularly
receive thank you cards from lives touched through their love and prayers. Our Food Pantry
ministry provides grocery assistance to families in need in Kaufman County. Each month, our
Food Pantry is blessed to serve approximately 35 families totaling over 90 individuals with canned
and dry goods, and oftentimes fresh dairy and produce.
Christ Jesus is in our midst! He is and ever shall be!
From Jesus' living presence among us, the people of WOL
continue to grow in faith in God the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, in fellowship and celebration with one another, and
in service to the people of Forney and Kaufman County.

All glory be to God!
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