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PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL T SEEK THE THIRSTY T TEACH THE WORD



As We Gather 

Our Advent wreath has a pink candle for this Third Sunday in Advent. The festive, joyful pink
candle reflects today’s Readings, which begin to anticipate the unbridled joy that Jesus’ birth
brings—the joy that comes from the Creator of the universe, the Lord almighty, who loves you,
forgives you in Jesus, and cares about you beyond human measure! “Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, rejoice!”
The service is printed in this service folder. Hymns will be sung from the LSB hymnals located in
the baskets underneath the seats. Tithes and offerings may be placed in the offering box at the
Sanctuary door as you exit.



Preparation 

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
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LSB 341

Tune and text: Public domain

INVOCATION

Pastor
People

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor
People

Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

1 John 1:8-9

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination)
Pastor
People

Let us confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
2

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Pastor

People

Almighty God in His mercy has given His only Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Service of the Word 

INTROIT

Psalm 145:5-8

Pastor
People

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.
Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his God,

Pastor
People

Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith forever;
Who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry.

Pastor
People

The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous.

ALL

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

KYRIE

LSB 152-53

Pastor

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Pastor

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Pastor

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Pastor

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord.

Pastor

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

SALUTATION

Pastor
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor
ALL

Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Zephaniah 3:14-20

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!
15
The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil.
16
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak.
17
The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save;
14
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he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.
18
I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
so that you will no longer suffer reproach.
19
Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors.
And I will save the lame and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.
20
At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you together;
for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says the LORD.
Lector
People

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING

Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to
everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
4

Lector
People

5

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please rise for the reading of the Holy Gospel)

ALLELUIA & VERSE

LSB 156

HOLY GOSPEL
Pastor
People

Luke 7:18-35

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
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The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19calling two of his disciples
to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for
another?” 20And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you,
saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’ ” 21In that hour he healed
many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed
sight. 22And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive
their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor
have good news preached to them. 23And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”
24
When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John:
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25What then did
you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid
clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 26What then did you go out to see? A prophet?
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27This is he of whom it is written, ‘Behold, I send my
messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ 28I tell you, among those
born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is
greater than he.” 29(When all the people heard this, and the tax collectors too, they declared God
just, having been baptized with the baptism of John, 30but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected
the purpose of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.)
31
“To what then shall I compare the people of this generation, and what are they like? 32They
are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for
you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’ 33For John the Baptist has
come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34The Son of Man
has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of
tax collectors and sinners!’ 35Yet wisdom is justified by all her children.”
18

Pastor
People

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
ALL

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
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and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

SERMON HYMN

Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding

LSB 345

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

Rev. Shawn Deterding

PRAYERS
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Service of the Sacrament 

PREFACE
Pastor
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor
People

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor
People

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Pastor

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, in whose identity as the beloved Son of God we find our identity as His dear
children—loved, forgiven, and filled with joy. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

2 Timothy 4:22

Colossians 3:1

SANCTUS

Psalm 136

LSB 161
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor

People

Mighty and merciful Lord of all, we give You all thanks, praise, and worship for the
gift of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who gave sight to the blind, who made the lame walk,
who restored hearing to the deaf, who cast out demons, who raised the dead. By
these signs, You point to Christ’s future coming for which we yearn, when all things
will be made new. In this bread and cup, Christ’s body and blood, You beckon us to
glimpse the world to come, when You will restore all creation. We give You thanks,
praise, and worship for speaking Your Word to us, that we may live in Your kingdom
now in these days and forever worship and adore You in the kingdom to come. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor
ALL

Matthew 6:9-13

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25

PAX DOMINI
Pastor
People

John 20:19

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI

LSB 163
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DISTRIBUTION ~ Welcome to the Lord’s table. (An usher will direct you.)
DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Once He Came In Blessing

Tune and text: Public domain
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110340712
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LSB 333

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
Pastor

People

Lord God, for Christ’s body and blood we give You thanks. Let the forgiveness, life,
and salvation we receive take deep root in our hearts and lives, that we rejoice in the
Lord always; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
Pastor
People

Psalm 103:1

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
Pastor

People

Numbers 6:24-26

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

O Sing of Christ
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LSB 362

Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110340712
Tune: Public domain

Go in peace
Scripture quotations, unless noted otherwise, are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry
of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Hymns are public domain.

WATER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH

12340 FM 1641 | P.O. Box 2146 | Forney, TX 75126
Main: 972-552-9393 | terri@wateroflifelc.org

REV. SHAWN DETERDING

Cell: 785-914-9003 | pastorshawn@wateroflifelc.org

WEBSITE: www.wateroflifelc.org
TITHES & OFFERINGS

Giving is an act of grace through which we gratefully respond to God’s kindness to us
in Jesus Christ. Tithes and offerings can be placed in the offering box at the Sanctuary
doors as you exit. Contributions can also be given through your banking institution’s
online bill pay service, our website, or the Givelify mobile app.

ALTAR FLOWERS

The altar flowers this week are given in praise and glory to God by Chuck & Evelyn S. in
honor of their wedding anniversary.
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